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can never forgive. (Perhaps the violence of
their reaction to Gide's book against the
Soviet Union is explained by the fact that,
within the Union, Gide had been able to find
nothing but praise, and gave voice to his
criticisms only outside its frontiers.)

Even if one reads and hears everywhere
objections to details, one never hears criticism
of the general principle of the Party. In this
they " conform"; that is all right. In this
there is no divergence, or, if there is, it dare not _
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be expressed. But what is the general principle principle

of the Party

of the Party ? That every measure adopted is
derived from the conviction that the estab-
lishment of Socialism in the Soviet Union is
fundamentally a success, and that defeat in the
Impending war is out of the question. In this
aspect, too, I cannot see why conformism is so
much to be deplored. Even if doubts as to
whether this principle was justified might have
had some foundation up to the middle of 1935,
they have since been so completely dispelled
by the growing prosperity of the nation and the
strength of the Red Army that the consensus
omnium on this point, too, means no more
than a general deference to common sense.